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DULEEK CHURCH, COUNTY OF MEATI-I. 




This venerable rain is situated about twenty miles 
from the metropolis, a little to the left of the mail-coach 
line toDrogheda, in the village of Duleek, on the Nanny- 
water. The ruined Abbey-Churchy with its majestic 
tower is, with justice, perhaps, supposed to have been the 
first stone edifice, of its kind, erected in Ireland. St. 
Cianan, or Kenan, is said to have founded the abbey 
about 488 : it was frequently plundered by the Danes, as 
well as by the Irish in their intestine wars ; notwithstand- 
ing which, it contained great riches at the Dissolution, 
and was possessed of a very large property in lands and 
tithes. The bodies of Brien Boromhe, and Morogh, his 
son, both slain at the battle of Clontarf, were brought by 
the monks of Swords to this abbey, and from thence con- 
veyed to Louth by those of St. Cianan. 

Athcarne Castle, romantically situated in the midst of 
trees, not far from the Nanny-water, which flows by its 
north side, is a large square building, defended at the an- 
gles by towers ; the whole in good preservation. To the 
west, adjoining the main building, are offices, which appear 
to be of the same date. The principal entrance, which is 
on the south side, is through a pointed arch. The houses 
and plantings in the neighbourhood form an agreeable 
contrast to the barren and uncultivated appearance of the 
country through which the traveller has had to pass during 
the preceding eighteen or twenty miles of his journey, in 
the route from Dublin to Drogheda. It is said King 
James slept in the castle on the night previous to the 
battle of the Boyne. 



THE WATER-MOLE OF AUSTRALIA. 

(Continued from our notice of" The Amulet.") 

It was on a beautiful evening, in the month of October, 
the commencement of summer in Southern latitudes, that, 
arrived in a district lying to the south-west of Sydney, and 
distant about two hundred miles from that seat of the 
Colonial Government, I approached the banks of the 
Yas river, in the interior of Australia. The scenery 
here is of the most picturesque description : the open fo- 
rest country and wooded hills ; the neat cottage and gar- 
den, with the grain of a vivid green just bursting into ear, 
the tranquillity around being only occasionally disturbed 
by the lowing of cattle, bleating of sheep, or the gay and 
blithesome notes of the feathered tribe. The silver stream 
of the Yas continued its silent course, its banks adorned 
by the beautiful pendulous Acacias, which, at that season, 



were profusely covered by their rich golden and fragrant 
blossoms; while the lofty and majestic gum-trees, the 
graceful manna, or the dark "swamp oak,*' added to the 
variety and beauty of the landscape. 

The sun was near its setting, when at a more quiet part 
of the river I sought the burrows of those shy animals, 
the " water-moles/ * the omithorynchus paradoxus of 
naturalists, known also as the platypus or duck-billed 
animal. 

Those only who are accustomed to view, and investi- 
gate the varying productions of nature — whether in the 
peculiar forms and habits of the animal, or the brillia-nt 
and animating varieties of the vegetable world — can appre- 
ciate the true feelings of enjoyment experienced on seeing 
in their native haunts creatures which before were known 
merely from vague description. 

Perhaps no animal on its first introduction into feuropc 
gave rise to greater doubts as to its being a production of 
nature, or excited deeper interest among naturalists re- 
specting its habits and economy, than this paradoxical 
creature, which, from its external appearance, as well as 
internal anatomy, may be correctly described as forming a 
connecting link between the bird and the quadruped. 

The animal, when seen in a living state running along 
the ground, conveys to the spectator an idea of something 
supernatural, an*d its uncouth form produces terror in the 
minds of the timid : even the canine race (except those 
accustomed to bring them out of the water when shot) 
stare at them with erect ears, and the feline race avoid 
them ; still, although of such a " questionable shape," it 
is an animal of perfectly harmless, although restless, dispo- 
sition. 

Among the colonists in Australia it is known by the 
name of " water-mole," from some resemblance it bears 
to the common European mole. By the aboriginal tribes 
at Bathurst, Goulbourn Plains, Yas, Murrumbidgee and 
Tumat countries, it is designated by the tv\o names, Mal- 
Iangong and Tambreet, the latter being more in use with 
them than the former. 




The above print may assist the reader in forming a cor- 
rect notion of the peculiar shape and character of the 
animal. The body is depressed like the otter, mole, and 
beaver. It is covered by long and thick dark brown 
hair, underneath which is a short and very soft fur, resem- 
bling the two distinct kinds found on the seal and otter; 
on the abdomen, breast, and throat, the fur and hair is of 
much finer quality, and more silky in its nature. In young 
specimens the under surface of the tail h covered by hair 
of a beautiful silvery white ; this is lost, however, in the 
adult ; the under surface of the tail in such, having merely 
a few coarse hairs scattered over it. This circumstance 
induced many to suppose that the animal uses its tail as 
a trowel, in a manner similar to the beaver ; but from an 
examination of their burrows, I have no doubt that the 
hair is rubbed off by the attrition of the tail on the surface 
of the ground. The tail is flat, broad, and inclining on 
each side abruptly off at the termination, beyond which 
the long hairs project. The hair on the upper part of 
the tail is of a dark colour, long, and coarse, and destitute 
of the peculiar glossy appearance of the other part* of the 
body. There was no variation in the colour of the fur in 
all the specimens I have seen ; the under short fur is of a 
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gvf yisl\ l\us, T%a whole of Hie under surface of the body 
i§ of u ferruginous colour varying in intensity according 
ip age. The legs are short, feet pen tad actyle, webbed, and 
in the fore feet the web extends a short distance beyond 
the -claws*, is loose, and falls back when the animal bur- 
rows. Tlie head is Hat ; and from the month two lips, or 
mandible^ project, resembling the beak of a Shoveller- 
duck ; the lower mandible is shorter and narrower than 
the upper, and its internal edges are channelled \uth nu- 
merous strim, resembling, in some degree, those seen in 
the l>j!t of the duck. The colour of the superior mandi- 
ble above, when seen in an animal recently taken out of 
the water, is of a dull, dirty, greyish black, covered with 
innumerable minute dots, and the cartilaginous continua- 
tt an around the mandible is uniformly smootlv and soft. 
The eyes are very small, but brilliant, and of a light brown 
coUur i they are situated rather high up the head, The 
external orifice of the ear is situated at the upper part of. 
tue external av^le of the eye; the orifice is easily disco- 
vered when a .living specimen is examined^ as the animal 
.is. then seen frequently to open and close it; but remain- 
ing collapsed in (lead specimens, it is not readily perceived 
by persons unacquainted with its .exact situation. From 
this orifice a semicircular cartilaginous canal is continued, 
which terminates at the base of the skull, and probably 
Increases the intensity of sound, giving the animal an 
acute auditory power. The -size varies; but the males 
are usually found to be, in a small degree, larger than the 
females y the average length being from eighteen to twenty 
inches.-- '■ -.';■' m 

,Wiien the fur is wet tlie animal, lias a soiled and far 
from attractive appearance, -resembling more a lump of 
dirty weediJvi'hkli are often seen floating about the rivers, 
than, any production of the animal kingdom ; it would 
therefore often escape observation, but for its paddling, 
motion in the water ; such was its «ppearatice when lying 
dead on the surface, or when drifted by the stream against 
the stump of a tree, or among the reeds and bulrushes 
growing profusely near and upon the banks of the river. 

When the Ornuhorynehus is captured, it make8 great 
efforts to regain, its liberty, and its loose integuments cause 
it to be retained with difficulty, for the : -animal. feels as if 
it was contained in a thick fur hag, under which are very 
powerful cutaneous muscles. I?unng its. struggles, to 
escape it makes no attempt Co bite, hut; occasionally emits 
a law growing noise. The abnd^mes use t\)gm for food. 
7^enjethods employed in, their capture are by digging 
them out of tlie bJ^ro,,\YS, or by spearing- them. They 
dig up $|ie furrows at certain seasons of the year, w Ken 
iifa young are AT^a-cly^'u.ii g-V^VPs »nd at . th^t tkm they 
consider tl,i^iAexceIlcu^ $m& and often capture ^iie old 
ttnuSiSi:'.j(V4he-same tima,'- '/' ■•'■". f -'- : - '■'■'•' 



£Tf THE AUTHOR OF {f s;:t WYN." :.. 

Ol\, beauteona are tfce forms that stand 
Beyond deathVdusky.; wave," 

And. beckon to the spirits' 'land,.' 
Across the narrow grave i 

No, damp is on t^e v freeti p.neViu.ptw, 
No, dim-ness in hh eye,.; ;■'/. .,■■■■ 

The dews of heaven rciVesh him now,- 
The fount ofiightis. n^.li. '■ ■ 

The parent souls that o'er our bed 
OTt ■poured' the mithu^ht prayer, 
Now wonder wh ere their cares are 
And calmly wait us there. 

The dearer still—the close entwined 

With bands of roseate hue .* 
VVe thought them fair ; but now we find 

' Twas but their shade we k new. 

*Tis sweet, when o'er the earth unfurled 
Spring's verdant banners wave, 

To think how fair yon upper world/ 
Which knows no -vnniry %mfy 



e fled, 



'Tis sweet, when tempests earth deform, 
And whirlwinds sweep the sky, 

To know a haven from the storm, 
When worlds themselves must die ; 

To know that there in safety rest 

The tranquil barks of those 
Who, soaring on life's billowy crest, 

Attained to heaven's repose ; 

To know that brethren fondly wait 

Our mansion to prepare — 
That death but opes that mansion's gate., 

And, lo ! our souls are there' ! 



JRlSijf ANI> BANISH IUTIJS. 

Sie—As a constant reader arid admirer of your cheap 
and excellent Journal, I feel not a little gratUieoV at tlie 
increasing prosperity thereof; as announced in the preface 
of the second volume : and I entertain a sanguine; hope 
that so valuable a periodical 'will always meet with, and 
continue to be held in, the estimation which it so highly 
deserves., '." 

Yo u will, perhaps, allow me tp intrude on your co- 
lumns a few observations concerning the raMs, or, as the 
country people call them, forts, (Irish fear a;} so thickly 
scattered through out Ireland, and said to have beqn con- 
structed by the \Panes, In reference to these singular 
habitations, one circumstance strikes me very forcibly, $& 
being (to myself at least) a very unYiccountabledirlerence 
in their formation— namely, that in several parts of Jre, 
land, in Kerry for instance, all, or most of them, are open, 
each having a small door or inlet in the centre •, while in 
o.ther parts, as the county of Limerick, no passage to the 
interior is visible in any of them. Some years since Thau 1 
the curiosity to visit about twenty of these forts, i|i 
the neighbourhood of Killarney, and several more in other 
parts ofJCerry ; and found in each an opening in the cen- 
tre, like a small arch; most of them having also stone 
steps descending to the bottom. I have visited many 
more in the counties of Cork, Limerick, and several other 
parts, bnt could never find the least trace of a passage to 
the inside. There is a Very large one at KilJUaghV sii 
miles S.E. of Newcastle, county of Limerick ; and ahouj 
ten years ago, a gentleman who resided there caused it 
to be dug up by a number of his labourers, in order to ex- 
plore the interior, which, ■ however,- after digging to a con- 
siderable depth, they failed to find. For several miles 
round this place there is scarcely atownland without one 
of these forts, but no entrance appears to any of therm 
_Mr. .Editor, these remarks may appear trifling,' qr worth 
little notice; but, perhaps, they would, if inserted,. eHdt 
some valuable juformation from other quarters respecting 
these Banish forts, as they a re called. In the hope, there- 
fore, that some of your able correspondents will faVon'r 
us with an explanation on this subject, I request you 
will' give these lines a place in the Fen 

la 



[ ,EXT.UAORBJ^\RY-.C|n(?UMSTAKC13. 

! The chaplain in Lady Warcs's family- had dreamed tjiat 

: on such a day he should die | hut being by aU the family 

: laughed out of the belief of it, he had almost forgotten it, 

; till' the evenitu; before at supper* There being thirteen 

, at table, according to an old conceit, that one of the family 

i must soon die, one of the young ladies pointed to b5m, 

that be was the person. Upon this he recollected his 

, dmmi, and became disconcerted, and Lady Ware reprov* 

ing.liim for his snperstiuon, he said he was assured^ that 

he was to die before morning; but being perfectly well, he 

was not attended to. It was Saturdav'ni^ht, md he Was 

to preach next day/ He retired to fos room, and sat up 

late, as it appeared by the burning of his candle ; lie 

had been preparing notes for his sermon, -but W fountl 

ilead in his bM -tte next morula 



